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Becoming a writer the hard wayIn the summer of 1971, Jack Gantos was an aspiring writer
looking for adventure, cash for college tuition, and a way out of a dead-end job. For ten thousand
dollars, he recklessly agreed to help sail a sixty-foot yacht loaded with a ton of hashish from the
Virgin Islands to New York City, where he and his partners sold the drug until federal agents
caught up with them. For his part in the conspiracy, Gantos was sentenced to serve up to six
years in prison.In Hole in My Life, this prizewinning author of over thirty books for young people
confronts the period of struggle and confinement that marked the end of his own youth. On the
surface, the narrative tumbles from one crazed moment to the next as Gantos pieces together
the story of his restless final year of high school, his short-lived career as a criminal, and his time
in prison. But running just beneath the action is the story of how Gantos – once he was locked
up in a small, yellow-walled cell – moved from wanting to be a writer to writing, and how
dedicating himself more fully to the thing he most wanted to do helped him endure and
ultimately overcome the worst experience of his life. This title has Common Core
connections.Hole in My Life is a 2003 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year.

About the AuthorPaul Andrew Hutton introduces this Bison Book edition of Davy Crockett's own
story. Hutton, a professor of history at the University of New Mexico, is the author of the prize-
winning Phil Sheridan and His Army, also a Bison Book.
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Jacque Bresnahan, “One mistake does not define you. One mistake does not define you. I
highly recommend the book, Hole in my life, by author, Jack Gantos, and am giving it a 4.5-star
rating. The book is an inspirational memoir that leads the reader on the roller coaster of life
where goals are pursued, and in that pursuit, a mistake causes a twist of fate which leads the
author down an unexpected path. Most importantly, the book offers hope in demonstrating self-
analyzation through trials and tribulations that lead to hard work and redemption toward a better
life. The moral being, one small mistake does not define you, it’s how you react and change for
the better that counts.Hole in My Life is a Printz Honor and Sibert Honor-winning memoir
published in April 2002. The highly acclaimed author, Jack Gantos, is also known for many other
books including the Jack Henry and Joey Pigza series, the Rotten Ralph picture books and early
reading books, and two Norvelt novels called, Dead End in Norvelt (winner of a Newberry
Medal) and From Norvelt to Nowhere. Jack Gantos’s style is very straightforward with a little bit
of humor to lighten even the worst of situations.This novel is a memoir, reflecting the life of
author Jack Gantos. This book is about how one single decision leading to an unfortunate
mistake made by Gantos shaped his life entirely. As a struggling young adult trying to go to
college and desperate for money, Gantos was offered a deal that he could not refuse, one that
was almost too good to be true. Little did he know that that one decision would send his life
down a path he would have never imagined. The book scripts out the life lesson that one
mistake does not have to define and shape the rest of one’s future.The first half of the book
explains Gantos’ early life, his struggles, his background and why he got to where he was. Then,
comes his big mistake. The second half of the book explains in detail this mistake and the trials
and obstacles he had to face. It is very compelling because the reader feels for Gantos and his
situation. One can relate to his plight, and he is so similar to almost anyone with just a dash of
bad luck. This story is relatable because, in just the blink of an eye, a life can be turned around
just like he was. This book keeps the reader on edge and leaves one wanting to find out more.
There were definite tension and shape to it. It presented in an interesting way where there is no
confusion with a smooth flow, enticing the reader to continue on without pause. The tension
peaked as he was arrested, imprisoned, and denied the ability to attend college, his lifelong
dream. This narrative is authentic because it depicts the actual life event that shaped Gantos’
life. This book demonstrations acceptance, forgiveness, and redemption as it illustrates how one
mistake does not have to change a life in a negative way forever; it allows for the hope of
redemption and the ability to overturn a mistake in a reversal of fortune.Memoirs are not always
the easiest books to find relatable, but Hole in My Life was easy to relate to because most
people realize that nobody is perfect. We all make mistakes, some for better reasons than
others, and to see how Gantos changed his life after his mistake was very compelling. It is a very
inspirational story that could have been very negative. In some of Jack Gantos other work, he
was able to bring his childhood out and create children's books regardless of the hardships he’s



had to endure, so this one was quite a change.There are a few trigger points in this book. The
lack of respect for the law and the ease in breaking it is one of those points. Another is the
graphic jail scenes that could be disturbing to the reader. In particular, the talks of acts of rape
that occurred in the jail between the men is an issue that could be difficult for a reader to endure.
The casual talk occurs so quickly; it would have been nice to give a foreshadowing in the book to
warn of the upcoming topic. Another issue covered that the reader may want to be warned of
early on is the global drug smuggling throughout the open seas.The theme of the novel is that
everybody makes mistakes, but it is more important how you react and move forward after that
mistake than it is that you made the mistake itself. It matters how you improve your life with what
you have. The moral is that no matter how bad your life gets, you can choose to give up, or you
can decide to improve and go up from there, and you can’t let one mistake define your future. It’s
how you look at your mistakes and grow from them that is what shapes you.I would recommend
this novel to anyone from grade 7 and up. The older the age group the more likely they are to like
and relate to this novel based on the hardships and experience they have been through. Both
males and females can relate to this book. This book is appropriate for advanced students, as
well, because it challenges them to think into the deeper meanings of life. Overall, it is definitely
worth the time to read.”

Book Worm Mom, “Powerful. Even though I knew he would be okay, I was still frightened for then
20-year-old Jack Gantos (now an award-winning children’s book author) as he navigated life on
his own, eventually ending up in prison. This was a powerful and inspiring read.”

Hannah Raney, “How Bad Decisions Created a Successful Person. Jack Gantos is a well-known
author of children’s books; although Hole in My life, which was published in 2003, may not be
suitable for children who have not reached adolescence, this is definitely an autobiography
worth reading. This book deserves five out of five stars because it is an easy and fun read and
tells a very real story of himself as an aspiring writer. Gantos fills the book with details of his high
school life and how it spirals out of control, he even states “you don’t just end up homeless,
hungover, sleeping in your car … because you have control of your life”. This book teaches us to
keep following our dreams, no matter what we encounter. Living his life as a ‘misfit’, this book is
very relatable to high school and college students who may have had a hard time fitting in and
were constantly moving from place to place during their childhood.In the book, Gantos seemed
to be living the life of a normal teenager who gets into some bad habits, like drugs and alcohol.
Though he never fully finished high school, Jack always knew he had a passion for writing and
wanted to become a writer, he constantly kept journals for organizing his writing. He even
wanted to go to college to improve his writing. Once he deemed the University of Florida as unfit
for himself, he moves to St. Croix to be with his family again, who had moved to the island for
work. Once he gets to St. Croix, he begins building wooden crates with his father but gets
involved with drugs rather quickly. After being offered $10,000 to smuggle hashish from the



island to New York, Gantos embarks on his three-week long sailboat adventure with an
unfavorable partner. On his journey, Jack continues his writing and reading in hopes of being
inspired and being able to perfect his writing skills. Things were quick to fall apart once he
reached New York; the FBI ends up catching Gantos after a few weeks of being back in the
United States and Jack is sent to prison. After being told he could serve up to six years, Gantos
begins pouring his life into writing, writing about every detail of every day. Prison is where Gantos
finally realizes his potential as a writer and embraces his passion for writing.Overall, Hole in My
Life is truly an inspiration to anyone who has dreams but finds themselves struggling to achieve
them. The book does a great job of showing how Jack grew as a writer. He overcomes struggles
and turns a very bad situation into a chance to follow his dreams. Jack Gantos is very successful
in being detailed in his experiences, which allows the reader to relate to him and feel empathy.
Because we know Gantos ends up in jail from the beginning of the book, Hole in My Life leaves
you on the edge of your seat and leaves you wanting more. The book flows very well and does a
good job of attaching the reader to the book. The hardships he faced gave him the chance to
organize and write down his thoughts and allowed writing to become a substitute of drugs. Not
only does Hole in My Life act as a story of Gantos’s young adult life, but shares multiple positive
life lessons. If he had not gone through these difficulties, Gantos may not be the award-winning
author he is today. I definitely recommend this book because it is a great read for anyone who is
feeling lost or struggling to achieve their dreams.”

dm68, “Powerful Story. I have had this book in my library for a few years now. It is a very popular
choice. Gantos describes how his choices in life lead him down a harmful path and yet he was
able to make new choices and rediscover his writing talent. I will now have 5 books in my library
so that students can read and discuss this book together. The teens in my room can realate to
the struggles that Gantos went through in his life, even though most of them have not entered
the world of drugs. The reading level in the book allows for many students to read it, especially
the EAL students and the below level students in my high school intervention class.”

A man zon Reader, “Good price!. Happy daughter”

The book by Adele Crockett Robertson has a rating of 5 out of 4.6. 362 people have provided
feedback.
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